16 April
Castallana there was a burst of machine-gun fire. The guards
accompanying the body, and other police, ran to the place,
which was the upper storey of a house under construction, but no
arms were found. At several other points the funeral was sniped.
There are many rumours in Spain, but the censorship pre-
vents accurate news. In the Cortes a vote of confidence in the
Government was passed after a two-day debate by 195 votes
against 76. Seiior Azaiia, summing up the debate, once more
declares that he is determined to defend public order. Provo-
cation has come from both sides, but the desperate state to
which the workers have been reduced must be remembered.
Sefior Calvo Sotelo, leader of the Monarchists, road out a list of
74 persons dead, 354 persons wounded, 106 churches set on
fire (56 of them completely destroyed), and 72 other buildings
attacked since the present Government took office. lie quoted
figures to show the decline in value of Government stock.
Spain, he says, has lost heavily through the frightening away of
many tourists this spring, though English tourists have been
braver than others. He warned the Cabinet of the progress of
Red propaganda in the Army, and ended by declaring that the
answer to a dictatorship of the proletariat might be a counter-
attack to set up a totalitarian State. Sefior Llopis, for the
Socialists, replied that the Socialists preferred not to burn
churches, which might be available for other purposes when
they secured power: but, he complained, the Church has taken
sides with capitalism, and every confessional, every pulpit, and
even the pastoral letters of the bishops, had been used for anti-
Republican propaganda during the elections.
nurse waddimgham hanged
Dorothea Nancy Waddingham was executed at Winson
Green Prison, Birmingham, for the murder of Miss Ada
Baguley. Nearly an hour before the time a line of sandwich-
men appeared with placards inscribed "Stop this terrible crime
of hanging a mother of five children/' A little later Mrs. Van
der Elst arrived in a limousine, on top of which was a loud-
speaker. The police refused to allow her to go on, but later
she turned her car, followed by a loud-speaker van, and went
round a block of buildings to approach the police station from
another point. A gramophone record was placed on a loud-
speaker and "Abide with me" and "Nearer my God to Thee"
were played. By this time a crowd of two to three thousand
people had collected.
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